MEN OF POWER

simplifying the machinery of his daily life, and trying
in a score of ways to discover how to live a full and
free spiritual existence in spite of the difficulties that
beset him.

Within a few years after he had begun his work in
South Africa his skill at his law practice had so won
the confidence of the wealthier merchants that he had
an income of nearly $15,000 a year from his profes-
sional services. This would have enabled him to live in
comfort and ease; but his conscience would not let him.
There was too much suffering all around him. More-
over, his reading of the Hindu scriptures, Tolstoy's
books, the life and teachings of Jesus, and the Gita all
pointed to a different way of life. He used to copy out
verses from the Gita, hang them upon the wall, and
spend fifteen minutes each morning memorizing them
while he dressed and shaved and cleaned his teeth.

These studies prepared Gandhi's mind for Ruskin's
Unto This Last. He read this book for the first time
on an all-night train ride from Johannesburg to Durban.
It made a profound impression upon him.

I discovered some of my deepest convictions reflected
in this great book of Ruskin's, and that is why it so
captured me and made me transform my life. A poet
is one who can call forth the good latent in the human
breast. Poets do not influence all alike, for everyone
is not evolved in an equal measure.... The teachings of
Unto This Last I understood to be:

1. That the good of the individual is contained in the
good of all.
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